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Table 5.F12.—Number of widowed mothers and fathers and monthly benefits, by type of benefit, 1950–98
[Monthly benefits, in thousands]

December

Total

Widowed

Surviving
 divorced

mothers and fathersTotal

With at least 
1 child

under age 161

1 Prior to August 1981, benefits were payable to mothers and fathers caring for a child under age 18.  For mothers and fathers caring for a child who was at least age 14 and 
who were entitled in August 1981, benefits were continued until the child attained age 18 or September 1983, whichever came earlier.

Entitled solely
 because of 

at least 1 disabled child 2

2 Excludes mothers and fathers who had both disabled and nondisabled entitled children in their care.

Number Benefit Number Benefit Number Benefit Number Benefit Number Benefit

1950.......................................  169,438 $5,801 169,426 $5,800 169,426 $5,800 . . . . . . 12 3 (3)

3 Less than $500.

1951....................................... 203,782 6,776 203,662 6,771 203,662 6,771 . . . . . . 120 $4
1952....................................... 228,984 8,273 228,815 8,266 228,815 8,266 . . . . . . 169 7
1953....................................... 253,873 9,517 253,670 9,508 253,670 9,508 . . . . . . 203 9
1954....................................... 271,536 12,089 271,313 12,078 271,313 12,078 . . . . . . 223 11

1955....................................... 291,916 13,403 291,656 13,389 291,656 13,389 . . . . . . 260 14
1956....................................... 301,240 14,262 300,978 14,248 300,978 14,248 . . . . . . 262 14
1957....................................... 328,309 16,102 328,018 16,087 325,636 15,958 2,382 $129 291 16
1958....................................... 353,964 17,887 353,650 17,869 349,649 17,649 4,001 220 314 18
1959....................................... 376,145 21,579 375,819 21,557 370,545 21,245 5,274 312 326 22

1960.......................................   401,358 23,795 400,976 23,768 394,560 23,383 6,416 385 382 27
1961....................................... 428,138 25,425 427,699 25,395 420,258 24,938 7,441 457 439 30
1962....................................... 451,984 26,838 451,520 26,805 443,182 26,290 8,338 515 464 33
1963....................................... 461,675 27,438 461,211 27,405 452,106 26,830 9,105 575 464 32
1964....................................... 470,597 27,954 470,100 27,290 460,348 27,295 9,752 625 497 34

1965....................................... 471,816 30,882 471,286 30,842 461,011 30,132 10,275 710 530 40
1966....................................... 487,755 31,983 486,958 31,927 476,275 31,188 10,683 739 797 56
1967....................................... 496,307 32,686 495,308 32,616 483,808 31,791 11,500 825 999 71
1968....................................... 504,916 37,833 503,774 37,743 492,674 36,849 11,100 894 1,142 90
1969....................................... 511,639 38,406 510,355 38,305 499,324 37,402 11,031 902 1,284 101

1970....................................... 523,136 45,258 521,698 45,127 510,215 44,039 11,483 1,089 1,438 131
1971....................................... 535,126 51,163 533,560 51,055 520,301 49,603 13,259 1,402 1,566 158
1972....................................... 540,965 62,457 539,153 62,237 526,548 60,612 12,605 1,625 1,812 220
1973....................................... 571,907 67,578 565,327 66,823 551,509 64,985 13,818 1,838 6,580 754
1974....................................... 573,506 76,980 562,801 75,605 544,335 72,914 18,466 2,692 10,705 1,374

1975....................................... 581,845 85,676 565,941 83,435 544,886 80,068 21,075 3,366 15,904 2,241
1976....................................... 578,727 92,466 558,933 89,400 537,002 85,637 21,931 3,764 19,794 3,065
1977....................................... 583,195 101,345 558,886 97,227 536,481 93,091 22,405 4,136 24,309 4,117
1978....................................... 576,343 109,714 548,463 104,506 525,879 100,028 22,584 4,478 27,880 5,209
1979....................................... 573,750 121,957 541,480 115,284 518,564 110,235 22,916 5,049 32,270 6,674

1980....................................... 562,316 138,426 525,661 129,754 502,639 123,885 23,022 5,869 36,655 8,671
1981....................................... 547,593 151,509 507,777 140,990 484,427 134,299 23,350 6,691 39,816 10,518
1982....................................... 514,772 155,876 474,003 144,207 451,159 137,068 22,844 7,139 40,769 11,669
1983....................................... 400,298 123,559 363,946 112,979 339,367 104,956 24,579 8,022 36,352 10,581
1984....................................... 382,411 122,957 346,319 112,002 318,076 102,391 28,243 9,612 36,092 10,995

1985....................................... 371,659 123,557 335,085 112,117 306,004 101,812 29,081 10,304 36,574 11,440
1986....................................... 350,546 118,602 315,572 107,470 286,290 96,887 29,282 10,583 34,974 11,132
1987....................................... 340,940 115,967 307,581 104,888 278,582 93,871 28,999 11,017 33,359 11,079
1988....................................... 317,761 116,902 285,265 105,596 256,463 94,096 28,802 11,500 32,496 11,306
1989....................................... 312,079 120,970 280,006 109,184 251,646 97,170 28,360 12,014 32,073 11,786

1990....................................... 303,923 124,340 272,526 112,103 244,965 99,683 27,561 12,420 31,397 12,237
1991....................................... 300,661 127,510 269,679 114,962 242,379 102,085 27,300 12,877 30,982 12,548
1992....................................... 294,716 128,748 263,630 115,884 236,990 102,840 26,640 13,045 30,546 12,864
1993....................................... 289,350 129,752 259,320 116,771 232,794 103,365 26,526 13,407 30,030 12,981
1994....................................... 283,072 131,463 253,928 118,399 227,709 104,658 26,219 13,741 29,144 13,064

1995....................................... 275,020 131,430 247,113 118,550 221,494 104,664 25,619 13,886 27,907 12,881
1996....................................... 242,135 124,678 218,171 112,627 193,664 98,799 24,507 13,828 23,964 12,051
1997....................................... 230,222 122,488 207,658 110,774 184,184 97,120 23,474 13,654 22,564 11,714
1998....................................... 220,610 120,247 199,447 109,001 176,660 95,491 22,787 13,510 21,163 11,246
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